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Ice Fishing Houses
The idea of fishing in a cold night somewhere in a lonely frozen lake shivering sounds like a discouraging activity to many people. Nevertheless, the situation is the same in Canada, only that it is done in a more comfortable experience that has prompted several businesses to start rental ice fishing houses to enhance effective fishing when the lake is frozen. These shanties have created a Canadian style on fishing trips. Trolling the frozen lakes only requires bait, pole and enough beer to keep the fishing group rejuvenated. Just like any other Canadian icon, ice fishing houses serve as a visual signifier with building structures that portray the history, has represented the country’s art, has represented the Canadian styles and shored up ideologies and political aspects about Canada.
The history of ice fishing has indicated how the technique has evolved. It is not certain when exactly did people start fishing, but the native people from Canada and North America depended on fish for nutritional value. The native people used a line and a hook via an opening made on the frozen water or ice using a hard tool (Barth, 2016). People at the time used these methods as a survival technique when ice would cover the entire water during winter, making fishing rather difficult. Today this period of the year is taken as a winter sport. The structures do not require sophisticated methods to set up (Barth, 2016). Basic materials needed include four walls, a roof and a hole at the floor through which the fishermen catch the fish. The most popular materials used comprise scrap plywood and iron sheets. In the modern world, indoor amenities are composed of a kitchen, propane heater, television, and a wood stove. The structures resemble a simple house, and each one of them is different from the other with various components inside. On the outside, the decorations are done depending on the owner's tastes and prejudices. As the setting up of the structures evolved, so did the fishing techniques. Initially, the ice fishers would use simple constructions, but in the modern world, the structuresare developed and more comfortable. Instead of just line and hook, today they use baits on a rod with gigs and wait until the fish shakes them to produce some noises.
Ice fishing houses have been presented in the art in Canada to great extents. The weather around the frozen lakes of Canada is not very favorable for humans. At times the temperatures can fall up to 2 degrees with a windchill of fewer than -16 degrees Celsius (Brumble, 2010). People living in these places are forced to take cover in their houses because the conditions are too harsh for human survival. These conditions prompted the people to develop more comfortable mechanisms of getting food during these adverse weather conditions. One in five people living in these areas is an ice fisher. As much as ice fishing is an economic activity raising revenue and creating food security in the country, it is also a form of art. While most people see the ice huts and think of fishing, there are some people such as David Pitman and Peter Thompson who saw creativity in the structures and launched the Art Shanty Project, which is a winter village that is attended by thousands of people annually in Medicine Lake near Twin Cities of Canada (Rivera, 2016). The shanties are now approaching 70 years of skewering the country’s notorious leisure. By establishing a semi-permanent installation each year, a group of artists unites families and friends to make most out of their circumstances during winter. The instalment changes each year, but there are favourites such as The Snapshot Shanty that hold recreation activities such as races daily at noon. People have included writings on the wall, making and hanging paper-snowflakes among several other activities in setting up the houses. An outdoor roast delicacyprovides sustenance to visitors as traditional summer farewell from the hosts. The shanties have their purpose essentially. However, the houses have to be weather resistant, give access to the frozen waters beneath, provide shelter and be transportable from one point to another to cover a larger surface area (Campbell, 2017). These shelters offer a colourful glimpse of the ice fishing culture of the Canadians while different structures depict a beautiful image created by the variety of the designs used to make them, ranging from rusting huts, ramshackle to genuine architectural art.
 The village has inspired new methods of art festivals over time. Pitman and Thompson built an ice hut on a friend’s backyard and put it on the frozen waters of Medicine Lake. They invited a few friends to visit for different recreation activities. The duo partnered with the Soap Factory art gallery the following year for visual and performing artists. The artists were urged to make their shanties using theirdesigns. People started showing up in more significant numbers each year. This form of art has extended to the odds such that people would visit the “town hall’ where they could make proclamations on a soap-box, while some would get married to a giant enclosed-bed with a monster lying beneath. Shanties are dedicated to storytelling, drawing, mailing postcards, letterpress, dancing, board games, and karaoke, especially during festivals. The huts bring out the Canadian forms of sports. Ice fishing is one of the most popular sports in Canada to passtime for people who love outdoor adventures. The competitions require that the participants set up a cap on the frozen water in the lake and catch fish through holes dug on the ground. Due to cold, people must put on warm clothing and snow boots as they carry out their activities. 
While the fishing huts are a result of local weather conditions of the country, they have displayed the Canadian identity in different ways such as culture, sports and lifestyle. Winter shapes all the operations that take place in the season in a great way. These influences range from climate, mythology and cultural experience. The conditions have prompted Canadians to develop their way of living unique from other nations through adaptations. The adaptations are elaborated the ice fishing huts, ice hockey and the nature of the food they take during winter. The lifestyle displayed by these structures involves clothing, facilitated travel and ecotourism activities that make Canada function just like any other nation. The mythology of this nation holds that the indigenous families faced challenging times during winter prompting them to develop structures such as igloos made from snow to make temporary dwelling structures. The inventions of kayak, snowshoes, and toboggan are used by fishermen in their fishing sprees today were invented several years ago thus bringing out the native history about ancient Canada back to life. Moreover, the Canadian folklore is also expressed from the wither conditions surrounding the shanties (Duncan, 2013). The indigenous Canadians passed down the Inuit myth of ice worms, called Sikusi that is believed to have melted the igloos during winter. The other one is the ghost of a trapper, believed to have been sentenced to atone for his sins through assisting lost travellers and is said to roam around the Canadian wild regions (Duncan, 2013). The mechanisms of building shanties on top of the frozen lakes as borne other activities such as ice hockey, cross country skiing, alpine, skating, curling, snowshoeing, snowmobiling and ice fishing sports popular in Canada. The art of shanties also displays the seasonal festivals of the Canadians such as Carnaval de Quebec which involves hotels built of ice; Winter-Start Festival, Winterfest, amongst others. The celebrations are marked by activities such as games, hot drinks and plenty of food. All these aspects have been expressed from this art and by so doing it gives a clear image of what Canadians are all about. Embracing the challenges experienced by the fishermen in the lakes has shown traits of Canadians by expressing revelling of the difficulties. They embrace the climate conditions, and it does not limit them from operating outdoors.
Anthropogenic activities in Canada such as fishing in the lakes has brought about the ideology of extinction of rare fish species and alteration of the natural world as the human population increases. The efforts made by the Canadian government aims to stop or slow the loss of biodiversity in the aquatic environment. However, various factors such as the economic and cultural factors of the communities depending on the resources, have to be considered at length. The population rise over the decades has prompted exhaustion of fish and whales in the arctic parts of Canada. The ideology created involves the government scientist community claiming that hunting of these resources can lead to the ecological imbalance in case the species become extinct. This ideology creates conflict between resource conservation and cultural norms in Canada. Although the population had doubled over the years, the average population of the Beluga whales has remained constant even with the advancing of the hunting technology. This species continues to be the most desired type of food in the region.
However, there are species such as Atlantic cod and Bluefin tuna that are deemed endangered (CBC News, 2015). Threatened and endangered species in Canada are refused protection by the government despite the recommendations from the scientists mainly because of the economic reasons affecting the citizens. If a species is thought to be endangered in Canada, the scientists and government bodies evaluate it basing the research on science (VENTER et al., 2006). If the species is indeed endangered, the federal government decided whether or not to accept the recommendations following procedures that include economic impact evaluation and public consultations (CBC News, 2015). In most cases, the government does not list the endangered species thus declining protection. The government insists that before allowing protection, aquaculture, fishing, and other industries have to be considered. The social and economic implications of protecting species; are considered by ensuring that there is biological sustainability of the fisheries in the country and effectiveexploitation of the economic opportunities for the local people. Besides,  it takes into consideration the stakeholder input and science conservation when making decisions about fishery management. After the Canadian government deems a species endangered, it takes several years for it to list the species in the act; thus, the species do not have protection until the government declares it endangered. Studies have revealed that while the species in the Fishery Act list are offered government protection on paper, the ban is not active and no penalties are imposed on the offenders. The scientists blame the situation on the lack of a strong political will making a deficiency of resources required to create policies and put them into practice. 
As much as food security is always defined in the economy and dietary terms, other crucial noneconomic aspects impact food security results. What is deemed as a food resource, in most cases is a cultural construct of the local people (McGoodwin, 2001). These communities regard each part of the diet with a special appreciation that is directly linked to their diet. In that notion, the Canadian government reasons that cultural and social aspects are to be considered carefully whenever theelements of food security are being implemented. However, when international fishery factors are being considered, there rise differences between the manager and fishers (McGoodwin, 2001). The opinions of the rural people are more likely to be ignored;thus it requires that the government should consider the economic and cultural aspects of people living near aquatic areas when making global policies.
In conclusion, symbolism and art in contemporary Canada have been a reflection of the Canadian way of life ranging from visual art such as paintings to plastic art such as sculptures. Ice fishing houses has served as an art that has elaborated the revolution from ancient Canada to the modern one in more precise way. These huts mainly reflect the lifestyles, culture and traditions festivals, and economic activities of the Canadians. Art and symbolism are the national heritage of the people displaying diverse origins of the artists, state of mind, talents and creativity to symbolize a state of seasons and periods.
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